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Abstract

In this paper we present results of an analysis of the prosodic characteristics of focus in spoken Japanese. We show
first that focal prominence can be detected from the fundamental frequency contour, and second that it can also
be detected from durational characteristics of the utterance. In each case we perform the detection by comparison
with a reference utterance, either natural or synthesised. Because the finding for duration was unexpected, we also
present a further analysis that shows the durational differences to be independent of the changes in fundamental
frequency. The current model is limited to phrase-level granularity,but results show that the phrase carrying focal
prominence can be reliably detected in the majority of cases. We leave for future work the detection of prominence
on units smaller than the syntactic phrase.
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